Oostcampus: concept plan
Currently we are working on the concept plan for the exterior of Oostcampus. In enclose the first proposal of the draft and some sketches. The design is based on the proposals from the municipality, the nearby school and owners of the shops. A few weeks ago we had a consultation with the directress of the school. Her first comment was “the school has everything for the children on there domain” but she had also a proposal to do an art project in collaboration with the children. Also there were not many proposals of the owners of the shops: Maybe some more trees, a smoother connection for the bikers??? At the first contact with the users you have often the problem that they don’t know what is possible with the space. Therefore we made a first proposal and went back to the users.

Below a short description of our proposal:
The first zone: number 1.Here I propose an architectural wadi. At this space the children can play and there is also room for the development of nature. It would be nice if there is an area always under water. I place here also some stages (2x2m) where you can sit on or lie in the sun (sketch1). The nearby sites are connected with cycle paths. The rest of the park is basically linear and simple: trees, grass and large picnic tables. The linearity is a feature for the region Oostkamp. The rows are planted with Betulas (multi-trunk trees) (number 2 on the plan). The white trunk will be a contrast with the blue building of Oostcampus. Also the trees don’t need a lot of maintenance. The grass under the trees gets an extensive management. So you create a flowery space where children can see and learn about butterflies and other insects. A thought that I have is to propose that the surrounding buildings (walls) also get a new color. So the park will receive a uniform wall and the areas are visually linked together (shops and Oostcampus).
The areas between the trees are mowed grass (17 m wide) (number 3 on the plan). Here you can play football, frisbee or other things. I place here also a few very large picnic tables (4x4m or 5x5 m, sketch 2). The entrances of the park are little squares (number 4 on the plan). The existing asphalt pavement will be removed and the pavement of the cycle path will just continue on the square. Each square gets a monument made by the children of the nearby school (sketch 3). The monument is made from recycled plastic crates (boxes). The crates refer to the shops, industries and with a wink to the former Coca cola factory. In our consultation with the school, there was a demand where the children can work with art. Therefore I suggest that every child of 6th grade can paint a crate. Each year it can be renewed. You can see it as a final thesis for the children. Any cyclist or walker who enters the park will see the drawings and on which theme they have worked on. Also I want to use the crates in the design of the benches, the podiums, pick nick tables. My suggestion also is that every material for the furniture is made in recycled material. It should only be worked out technically…
I provide also some trees in the parking lot of the shops and I suggest reviewing the plantation. It’s my idea to visual link the different spaces with plants and pavement.
The partners, the directress and the owners of the shop are agreed with the first proposal, but with some comments. Now the technical plan will be worked out and the price cost calculation. During this process there will still be consultation with the partners etc. Some things will change but it is the first step to a good plan.
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